Japan Fest 2010

The Texas Chapter of the American Bamboo Society
http://www.texasbamboosociety.org
http://www.american bamboo.org

Bamboo

1 Bambooisone ofthe fastest growinglantson Earth

1 Bamboo culmseach their full height and diameter in a single growing season usually within
3¢4 month. Quims donot continue to get talleor larger diameteeach year like a tree.

1 Bamboo has one of the highest rates of photosynthesis of any plant sppece®neraes
35%more oxygen than an equivalent stand of treé&amboo benefits bothhte atmosplere
and soll

1 Harvesting mature bamboo culnfigr timber does not kill the remaining bamboo plant.

Growth behavior

Unlike trees, albambaosreach theirfull height anddiameterin a single growing seasasually

within 3¢4 monthsof the shoot coming up through the groundvery culm ofbamboo you see

whether a dwarfone foot bamboo or a giant bamboo over 100 feet,tedlached that height

within one growingseasorL. ¥ & 2dz LJX Fyd | @2dzy3 o6FYoz22 Al A&
first year, but however tall that years shoots grow they will not continue to get taller each year.
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Hurricane IKE 2008 Bamboo in backyard one year after Hurricane IKE August 2009

There are two major groups of bambodaunners (leptomorphs) thatinvasively spreado
create a bamboo foredt Yy Rlumperst (pachymorphs) thaform a clump and are not invasive
Running bamboos tend to be able to survive colder temperatures and clumping bamboos tend
to come from warmer regions. We can grapecies ofboth types in the Houston area.
Clumping bamboo is more apgoate for landscaping vs. running bamboo that vl to
spread to be a forest including spreading to yguf A 3 K 6 2 NXD flanteliNtBclae Kalyéur A F
neighbor.

Running bamboos and clumping bambdesd to produce new shoots at different times of the
year. Running bambaendsto shoot in thespringand clumping bambotendsto shoot in the
summer The newshoots will grow up to theirfull height and outside diameter in a single
growing season. The growth behaviof the shootsof running and clumping bamboare
different. The running bamboo shaowill have branches that unfold. Running bamboos have
a groove above each branch. Clumpbave a bud at thanternodesthat can become a branch
and do not have a groove above each branch. In a mature bamboo forest this difference may
be deceptive thdirst branches on the running bamboo may be fifty feet above the ground so
the part of the plant you can reach may be totally smooth and not have the ridgdould be
easy to identify the ridge above the branch in a bamboo plant in a container atsenyar
garden center



runnin babo@n (clumping bambod

Houston Japanese Garden Houston Japanese Garden
(running bambod (clumping bambod



